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Creativity and social change: Living in societies of the 
possible
In this talk I will explore the numerous – even if often concealed or implicit – links between creativity 
and social change and argue that our understanding of the latter is incomplete without a theory 
of the former. Moreover, that it is not any theory of creativity that can enrich our understanding of 
societal transformation, but social and cultural approaches to this phenomenon grounded in the 
notions of difference, position, perspective, and dialogue. One such approach, the perspectival 
one, will be used here to unpack the role of creativity in creative activism and the construction of 
utopian (and dystopian) futures. This model is particularly well equipped to theorize our engagement, 
individual and collective, with the possible and, as such, to specify how, when and why creativity 
contributes to social change (and also when and why it might fail to do so). This talk thus ultimately 
aims to shed light on the ways in which we live, at once, in ‘real’ and in ‘possible’ societies, and the 
consequences of this type of existence for personal, cultural, and societal growth. 
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