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CENTRO BOTIN WELCOMED 150,000 VISITORS IN
2022, 35% MORE THAN THE PREVIOUS YEAR
AND DOUBLING THE PERCENTAGE OF VISITORS

FROM ABROAD

e Coinciding with its fifth anniversary, the Fundacion Botin arts centre in Santander has received
150,566 visitors: 117,796 of those visitors came to see the exhibitions and 32,770 participated
in different activities. In fact, the numbers for the last quarter of the year exceeded those for

the same period in 2019.

e The 340 artistic, cultural and training activities held in 2022 had the highest participation rate

since Centro Botin was opened (90.5%) and, also, achieve a satisfaction rate of 4.74 out of 5.

e Visitors from abroad accounted for 14% of all visitors to the centre, compared to just 7% in
2021. On the other side, 48% of visitors were from Cantabria, while the remaining 38% were

from other autonomous regions across Spain.

e The day that held more visitors (1,347) was the 25th of June, the day that Centro Botin
celebrated its fifth anniversary. Moreover, August was once again the month with the higher

exhibition visits (17,126), which represents a 15% of the yearly total.

e Centro Botin ended 2022 on a very positive note, with 149,517 residents from Santander city
and from the Cantabria region already in possession of a Permanent Pass that gives them free
and unlimited access to the exhibitions. There are also 2,681 Friends of Centro Botin, 32

volunteers, and 25 sponsors.

Santander, 31 January 2023.- This morning, as part of Spain’s International Tourism Fair (FITUR),
the General Director of Fundacién Botin, Ihigo Sdenz de Miera, announced the figures for Centro
Botin in 2022. Just like other years, Sdenz de Miera insisted that the number of visitors should not
be the main focus when it comes to measuring the success of the project, and instead ensured

that “knowing that in 2022 Centro Botin had the highest participation rate to date in the many
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activities it holds, a 90.5%, and a satisfaction rate of 4.74 out of 5, should be a clear indicator to
us that we are on the right track and that Centro Botin is fulfilling its social mission to contribute
to developing the creativity of the citizens of Santander and Cantabria through the arts”. Sdenz de
Miera also highlighted the great success of the courses for fostering creativity through the arts.
These courses were created alongside the Yale Center for Emotional Intelligence, where adults

improve their ability to come up with ideas by 47%, and children by 68%.

A very positive year for Centro Botin

In 2022, Centro Botin received 150,566 visitors, which represents an increase of 35% compared
to the year before. The Centre has been visited by 860,777 people since the reopening in 2017.
Out of those visitors, 117,796 people attended the exhibitions, with the highest number being from
Santander city and Cantabria region, representing a 48% from the total. There was a substantial
increase in the number of visitors from abroad (14%), doubling the figure for 2021, which went
from 7,029 that year to 16,825 in 2022. France, United Kingdom and ltaly brought the most
visitors, but Centro Botin had also visitors from such far-away countries as Mexico, New Zealand,
Vietnam and Zimbabwe. The remaining 38% came from other autonomous regions across Spain,
including Madrid (16%), Castile-La Mancha (4%) and the Basque Country (4%) bringing the most
visitors. Meanwhile, 862,216 visitors passed through the building, its walkways, squares and

outdoor spaces.

The number of people visiting the Centre’s exhibitions in the last quarter of the year is also
noticeable, having even exceeded the figures for the same period in 2019. Once again, August
was the month that received the most visitors to the exhibitions (17,126), representing 15% of the
yearly total, followed by July (12,645) and December (11,457). The anniversary of Centro Botin,
celebrated on the 25™ of June, was the day with the most visitors in 2022 overall (1,347).

Another positive development was the issuing of 4,950 new Permanent Passes in 2022. This means
that 149,517 residents of Santander and Cantabria are now in possession of this Pass that gives
them free and unlimited access to the exhibitions. Moreover, there were 2,681 Friends of Centro

Botin by the end of the year.

In addition to this, there are 32 volunteers and 25 sponsors. These sponsors include two strategic
partners (Fundacién Mutua Madrilena and Fundacién Prosegur), 16 collaborating institutions
(Vocento, El Diario Montanés, JCDecaux, Unidad Editorial, El Pais, Eurostars Hotels, Spend In, Onda

Cero, Cervezas Alhambra, Alsa, Cadena Ser, CANTUR, Santander City Council, Renfe, IMEM and



UVCLNIRKU

Fundacién EDP) and seven associated companies (Bridgestone, Viajes Mesana, Derwent Group,
Café Dromedario, Bathco, MiCampus and Uria Menéndez), who work alongside Centro Botin to

make art a tool for the development of society.

The yearly figures for Centro Botin can be deemed complete with its following on socials, with
38,088 followers on Facebook (+3.02%) and 12,598 on Twitter (+1.78%). However, once more it
experienced the biggest growth on Instagram, with almost a growth of a 15% in the number of
followers (30,146). Meanwhile, there were 530,367 visitors to the website in 2022, which is a
25.12% increase over 2021.

Greater participation in activities

Of the 150,566 visitors that Centro Botin received in 2022, 32,770 took part in its wide range of
artistic, cultural and training activities, with 340 activities in total and an average satisfaction rate
of 4.74 out of 5. These activities included 49 concerts, 35 film sessions, 11 performing arts shows
and six literary activities, all intended to cover a wide range of arts and to provide a programme
that will interest all kind of visitors. The music concerts covering all genres (10,602), film activities
(8,018), the various types of visits (4,584) and the workshops (3,465) received the most visitors

over the last year.

It is also important to note that some of the innovative activities that were launched in 2022, such
as “On session. You bring the art”, which for the first time gave young people between the ages
of 16 and 25 the chance to experience an exceptional space to show off their creative skills. By
that time, they also launched the event “Creativity is more necessary than ever and it can be
developed”, held at the end of November as a way of presenting the “Arts, Emotions and Creativity:
research, application and results” report, the third in a series that Fundacién Botin has been holding

since 2012 to boost international research concerning key matters for societal development.

Exhibition programme

With regard to the exhibitions held in 2022, Centro Botin gave its visitors the chance to bask in the
best of national and international art in a one-of-a-kind space. It was here that Spain’s first
exhibition of Ellen Gallagher was to be held, alongside Edgar Cleijne; visitors were invited to
discover the drawings of sculptor Juan Munoz through the first retrospective exhibition of his
drawings; and it was also opened the Damidn Ortega: Visidn expandida exhibition, which for the
first time brought together nine suspended pieces created by the Mexican artist, and can be visited

until the 26™ of February.
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Looking ahead into 2023, Roni Horn will be opening the year’s exhibition programme with a display
that she has meticulously conceived herself in dialogue with the spaces, the architecture, the light
and the flow of visitors to Centro Botin. Curated by Béarbara Rodriguez Munoz, Director of
Exhibitions and of the Centro Botin Collection, the exhibition will be opened to the public on 1
April. Later on in the year, on 7 October, the first exhibition by Tino Sehgal in Spain will be unveiled,
and it is set to be a show-stopper with his “Constructed Situations”, which involves live
performances. It is a live piece, curated by Udo Kittelmann, a member of the Fundacién Botin Arts
Advisory Committee, through which Sehgal confronts the famous painting by El Greco, The
Adoration of the Shepherds (1577-1579), which he painted for an altarpiece of the Monastery of

Santo Domingo el Antiguo in Toledo.

Furthermore, this year Fundacién Botin is going one step further in its support of mid-career artists
with the launch of a new exhibition cycle, to which it will be inviting artists that have already
received an art grant from Fundacién Botin. Entitled ENREDQOS, the first exhibition is by Eva
Fabregas, who received a grant from the foundation back in 2010, and will open her work up to
the public on 20 May. The exhibition programme is completed with “ltinerarios”, which year after
year shows the work of those artists who received a Fundacién Botin Art Grant. Opening on 18
November with “ltinerarios XXVIIl”, it will show the projects created by the artists awarded as part

of the XXVIII call for grants.

Centro Botin

About Centro Botin Set in the heart of Santander, Centro Botin opened its doors to the public in
2017. Designed by the renowned architect Renzo Piano, it is the most ambitious project of the
Fundacién Botin to date and has rightly taken its place as one of the leading international arts
centres. It presents an outstanding, experimental and inspiring programme of exhibitions,
publications and public activities that, alongside it’s collection, respond to and ignite
contemporary debates within the fields of art and culture while awakening audiences’ creativity.
Centro Botin is a place of encounter, situated in a unique enclave in the heart of the city and
overlooking the bay, it has become a cornerstone in the cultural arc of the Cantabrian Coast. Its
mission is to create a greater understanding of art and foster its power to stimulate and develop
creativity and emotional intelligence. Fundacién Botin aims to bring social and economic strength
to the communities it supports, with Centro Botin making a major contribution to helping promote

Santander and the wider region on both the national and international stage. Centro Botin s Visual
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Arts Programme has an exceptional reputation among artists and audiences for commissioning
and producing bold exhibitions and catalogues that are conceptually rigorous, emotionally
affective and have the power to inspire audiences and positively impact their daily lives. Since its
opening in 2017, it has staged a programme of historical and contemporary exhibitions including
Agility and Audacity; Goya s Drawings,; Picasso Ibero; Joan Miré: sculptures, Julie Merethu: A
Universal History of everything and nothing; Carsten Holler: Y; Anri Sala: As you go,; Martin Creed:
Amigos and Ellen Gallagher with Edgar Cleijne: A Law... a blueprint .. a scale.

www.centrobotin.org/en/

For more information:
Centro Botin
Maria Cagigas

mcagigas@fundacionbotin.org

Tel.: 942 226 072
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